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DANGEROUS DOG BREEDS 
Petition 

MS L.L. BAKER (Maylands) [12.01 pm]: I have six separate petitions that I need to read individually to the 
house. They all comply with the standing orders of the house. The first petition has 20 signatures. It is titled 
“Petition to End the Restricted Dog Breed Regulations in WA Laws” and reads as follows — 

To the Honourable Speaker and Members of the Legislative Assembly of the Parliament of Western 
Australia in Parliament assembled. 

We, the undersigned, respectfully oppose the ‘Breed Specific Regulations’ in any form, in the WA Dog 
Act 1976 which is currently under review. We, the undersigned, support a system to fairly deem dogs 
‘dangerous’, irrespective of the dog’s breed, in Western Australian laws. 
We, the undersigned, ask the Legislative Assembly to abolish all types of dog breed restrictions current 
and proposed for WA Dog Laws; to introduce mandatory training & socialisation, and ownership 
regulations for all domestic dogs irrespective of breed; and introduce a system whereby individual dogs 
are deemed to be ‘dangerous’ based on the behaviour and actions of that particular dog and not the 
result of the breed or parentage of that dog. 

[See petition 30.] 

Petition 

MS L.L. BAKER (Maylands) [12.02 pm]: The next petition has two signatures and reads as follows — 
To the Honourable the Speaker and Members of the Legislative Assembly of the Parliament of Western 
Australia in Parliament assembled. 

We, the undersigned, respectfully oppose any Breed Specific Regulations or Legislation in the West 
Australian Dog Act. We, the undersigned, believe all dog breeds should be managed under one 
complete dog law, in WA. 
Now we ask the Legislative Assembly to remove all legal restrictions currently on certain breeds 
deeming them automatically “dangerous” (BSL), and replace with a system that considers all breeds of 
dog to be “not dangerous”, unless an individual investigation of the dog and owner proves the dog is a 
true “danger” to society. 

[See petition 31.] 

Petition 
MS L.L. BAKER (Maylands) [12.03 pm]: This petition has 438 signatures and reads as follows — 

To the Honourable the Speaker and Members of the Legislative Assembly of the Parliament of Western 
Australia in Parliament assembled. 

We, the undersigned, respectfully oppose any Breed Specific Regulations or Legislation in the West 
Australian Dog Act. We, the undersigned, believe all dog breeds should be managed under one 
complete dog law, in WA. 
We, the undersigned, ask the Legislative Assembly to abolish any Dog Breed restrictions current and 
proposed for WA Dog Laws; to introduce mandatory training, socialisation, and ownership regulations 
for all domesticated dog breeds; and introduce an accurate system to deem individual dogs “dangerous” 
where by the behaviour and actions of the dog is the result of the judgement “dangerous”, and not the 
breeding of the animal. 

[See petition 32.] 

Petition 

MS L.L. BAKER (Maylands) [12.04 pm]: This petition has 356 signatures and reads as follows — 
To the Honourable Speaker and Members of the Legislative Assembly of the Parliament of Western 
Australia in Parliament assembled. 

We, the undersigned, respectfully oppose the ‘Breed Specific Regulations’ in any form, in the WA Dog 
Act 1976 which is currently under review. We, the undersigned, support a system to fairly deem dogs 
‘dangerous’, irrespective of the dog’s breed, in Western Australian laws. 
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We, the undersigned, ask the Legislative Assembly to abolish all types of dog breed restrictions current 
and proposed for WA Dog Laws; to introduce mandatory training & socialisation, and ownership 
regulations for all domestic dogs irrespective of breed; and introduce a system whereby individual dogs 
are deemed to be ‘dangerous’ based on the behaviour and actions of that particular dog and not the 
result of the breed or parentage of that dog. 

[See petition 33.] 

Petition 
MS L.L. BAKER (Maylands) [12.05 pm]: This petition has 997 signatures and reads as follows — 

To the Honourable the Speaker and Members of the Legislative Assembly of the Parliament of Western 
Australia in Parliament assembled. 

“We, the undersigned, respectfully oppose any Breed Specific Regulations or Dangerous Dog 
Legislation (Restricted Breeds) in the Western Australian Dog Act 1976. We, the undersigned, support 
a system to fairly deem dogs ‘dangerous’ based on modern veterinary and canine behaviour science, 
irrespective of the dog’s breed.” 

“We, the undersigned, ask the Legislative Assembly to abolish restrictions to any one particular breed 
or type of dog under current and proposed legislation in Western Australia; to propose training, 
socialisation and ownership regulation’s for all domestic dogs regardless of breed and introduce a 
system whereby individual dogs are deemed to be ‘dangerous’ based on the behaviour and actions of 
that particular dog and not the breed or parentage of that dog.” 

[See petition 34.] 

Dr K.D. Hames: Couldn’t you have just read one in because the petitions markedly feel the same. 

Mr P.B. Watson interjected. 

The SPEAKER: Thank you, member for Albany! 

Petition 
MS L.L. BAKER (Maylands) [12.06 pm]: Had I been allowed to, Deputy Premier, I would have read them all 
in as one. 

This petition has 8 316 signatures. Before I read it, I just point out that that takes the total signatories for this 
petition to over 12 000 between last year and this year. Another 500 signatures will be tabled in the upper house 
today. This petition has 8 316 signatures of the more than 12 000 people who signed, and reads as follows — 

To the Honourable Speaker and Members of the Legislative Assembly of the Parliament of Western 
Australia in Parliament assembled. 

We, the undersigned, respectfully oppose the ‘Breed Specific Regulations’ in any form, in the WA Dog 
Act 1976 which is currently under review. We, the undersigned, support a system to fairly deem dogs 
‘dangerous’ based on modern veterinary and canine behaviour science, irrespective of the dog’s breed. 
We, the undersigned, ask the Legislative Assembly to abolish all types of dog breed restrictions current 
and proposed for WA Dog Laws; to introduce training, socialisation and ownership regulations for all 
domestic dogs; and introduce a system where individual dogs are deemed ‘dangerous’ by a trained 
canine behaviour and training expert for its behaviour and temperament, and not due to the breed or 
parentage of that dog. 

I thank the breed specific legislation team who collected the petitions. 

[See petition 35.] 
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